Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend Claims 1 through 5 to read, as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) An image foraiing apparatus comprising: 

an image bearing member on which an electrostatic image is formed; 

a developing device, which develops the electrostatic image in a developing 
position, which is opposite to said image bearing member, device containing develope r ■ 
including toner and cairicr, said developing device including a developing container having 
a first chamber for developing an electrostatic image foiined on an image bcai - ing member, 
and a second chamber constituting a developer circulating route, route betw e en said sec o nd 
chamber and said first chamber; a developer carrying member rotatably provided in said 
first second chamber for carrying the developer to develop the electrostatic image, and an 
agitating and carrving member provided in said second chamber and having a spiral vane 
provided around a rotarv shaft to agitate and carrving the developer; 

a rotary member holding said developing device and rotatable in a route including 
said [[a]] developing position; 

supplying means for supplying the developer to said developing device, which is in 
said developing position; 

an opening, opening provided above an upper end of said spiral vane of said 
agitating and carrving member in said second chamber in a state in which said developing 
device is in said developing position, for outwai ' dly discharging theretlii ' ougli excess 
developer resulting fi"om the supply of the developer bv said supplving means through said 
opening to an outside of said developing device: and 
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an agitation promotion portion, provided on said rotary shaft of said agitating and 
carrying member in a vicinity of said opening, for agitating the developer, developer: 

an opening and closing member for opening and closing said opening by op e ration 
of gi ' avity with the rotation of said rotary member; and 

a wall portion provided in said s e cond chamb e r and being opposite to a space 
c r eated by an opening of said op e ning and closing member neai - said opening and closing 
member on a side of said opening and closing member, said wall portion protruding toward 
an inside o f said second chambe r . 

2. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 1, 
further comprising an opening and closing member provided at said opening to be pivoted 
by operation of gravity, said opening and closing member being moved to a position to 
open said opening when said developing device is in said developing position, wherein said 
wall portion is proyided between said opening and said caiiying member so as to nan - ow a 
developer containing space in said second chamber. 

3. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to Claim L 
further comprising a wall portion provided in a vicinity of said opening in said second 
chamber, said wall portion protruding toward an inside of said second chamber, 2. whe r ein 
said op e ning is located above said wall porti o n such that the excess devel o per can be 
discharged tlirougli said op e ning. 
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4. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to Claim L 2-ot 
3; wherein said agitating and carrying member is in the form of a plate, second chamber 
includ e s a substantially U-shaped cross section, and said wall porti o n is provided so as t o 
protrude from a straiglit portion of the U-shaped c r oss section towai ' d said canying m e mber 
side. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to Claim 4^ 
[[1,]] further comprising a plurality of agitating and carrying members provided on said 
rotary shaft, developing devices held by said rotary member, wherein said rotaiy member 
locates any one o f said plui ' ality o f developing devices h e ld by said rotaiy memb e r in said 
developing position. 



6. (Canceled) 



